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Somerset Plelones

About 35 years ago I purchased four Fleione Formosana from
Simmons of Finchley. The recomended potting compost was the stan-
dard one for those days. Osmunda fibre and sphagnum moss. The bulbs
had to be pressed jently into the top of the moist compost, with a
topping ot fresh sphagnum pressed around them for support. The bulbs
all flowered to my great delight. I was completely captivated by
their modest beauty and have been a slave to them ever since.They
grew well in the moss/iibre medium, in fact looking back, I bel-
ieve they grevw better in fibre than any other type of compost. A
very endearing quality is their ease of culture; they will grow in
almost any medium provided it is free draining. 1 have grown them
in John Innes KNo.2 with a third of coarse sand ana in 2 mixture of
J.I.2. and Peat Based compost with coarse sand or perlite. One com-
ponent they do like is added moss, preterably chopped fresh sphag-
pum. Unfortunately it is increasingly difficult to obtain the right
type of sphagnum these days so I am reduced to hunting for local
mosses which appear to have a suitable texture. They certainly
prefer this to a compost lacking moss, but there is no doubt that
chopped fresh sphagnum gives a magical boost to their growth.

Fleiones are shade loving plants. Mine are grown in a home made
greenhouse attatched to the north facing wall of my garage. The gar-
age roof being higher they only receive direct sunlight in the early
morning and late evening. From late May to early September half of
them are placed out of doors under the north facing wall of my bun-
galow. In a good summer they grow better in this situation but in a
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summer such as we had last year, with cold nights and dull days,
they were inferior to the greenhouse bulbs, hence my practice of
only placing half out of doors. In general they didn't grow quite
as well as the previous year. Pleiones thrive in cool conditlons.
An average of 50F. in summer and around 40F. during the dormancy
reriod. Last winter my lowest recorded temperature was 32F. and my
highest 88F. The latter was only on one or two occasions.

The "Achilles Heel" of pleiones is their root system. Once the
roots are broken or damaged they will not regenerate and the bulb
will cease to grow. The two main causes of root damage are over
saturated compost and the tiny moss or fungal flies. The compost
should never be allowed to remain sodden, particularly during early
growth when the tender emerging roots are most easily damaged. The
type of compost used for pleiones containing moss and/or peat is
attractive to moss flies whose larvae feed on decaying moss. They
also enjoy tender emerging roots of the pseudo bulbs and if all
are damaged the bulb becomes useless. Spraying with Malathion will
kill the flies and the larvae can be killed by a watering with
Malathion at normal spraying strength. The pots should never be
left in saucers of water.

Fleiones tend to be shallow rooting and prefer half pots or pans.
As the compost must be free draining crocking of the pots is not
really necessary. Feeding is a must if you want good sized flower-
ing bulbs. I commence feeding mine when the roots start to penetrate
the compost, usually in April, using half the recomended strength
for pot plants, a high nitrogen fertilizer from May to the end of
July then switching to a high potash one. From May to July I feed
“Phostrogen" and "Maxicrop" alternately and from August onwards I
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use "Tomorite". Every third watering I flush with clear water to
remove any collected salts from the compost.

From mid Cctober to mid November the leaves turn brown and fall
off. During this period feeding should cezse and watering reduced.
When all the leaves have fallen watering should cease completely
and the bulbs kept cool and dry, preferably between 32F. and 40F.
If completelv dry they will withstand one or two degrees of frost.
I find mid Janusry to early February the best time to repot, a job
which must be carried out anrually. Tip the bulbs out of their pots,
remove the compost and cut the dead roots back to withir half an
inch of the base. Be careful not to damage the eyes during this
process. before repottine wash out the pots in a disinfectant bath
with Jeyes Fluid. Fill the pots with compost to within 14 inches
of the rim. Sprinkle a little bone meal over the surface of the com-
post. Flace the bulbs on this, ¥ inch apart ard 1 inch from the
cide of the pot (Fleiones like to grow close together). A finer
compost with rather mecre chopped moss is then poured around the
pulbs leeving their apex reeping above the compost. Do not firm the
compost too tightly otherwise the roots may find difficulty in pen-
etrating the mixture ard tend to rush the bulb out of the compost.
1f this does happen carefully 1ift the bulbs out of the compost
with 2 thin blade, loosen the compost and carefully resettle the
bulb beirg careful not to damage the tender roots.

My favourite compost is :- 6 parts by volume of ungraded orchid
bark, 2 parts sphagnun moss peat, I part coarse perlite, I part
fresh sphagnum moss cut in guarter inch lemgths, 3 part fine grade
charcoal. Rubbed out dry beech or oak leaves are a useful addition
and the srhagnum moss can be rerlaced by the chopped up fronds of
dry bracken. 1 have used this for a number of years row. If any of
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these components are not available J.I1.2 or any peat based comp-
ost can be used with the addition of coarse sand or perlite to
make it free draining and some finely chopped moss. Keep a look-
out for greenfly on the young growths. Slugs and snails can also
do untold damage.

The flowers appear first, before the leaves which enfold them.
All of my flowering sized bulbs flowered well this year as they
did last. They will last from two to three weeks depending on amb-
ient conditions. The cooler they are grown the longer they will
1last and the flowers will have a much better crystaline texture.
Temperatures should be kept below 50F, during early growth and
flowering. When the flowers have died they are best removed by
holding the leaf sheath between finger and thumb of one hand and
carefully withdrawing the flower with the other.

Of all orchids Pleiones are the easiest to grow and flower. They
are not fussy as to compost provided it is free draining. Each
pseudobulb will produce two new bulbs each year plus a number of
little bulbils which, if grown on in a finer compost will reach
flowering size in two or three years. They are ideal house plants
if placed in a northerly facing window. In a kitchen or bathroom
they will receive welcome airbornme moisture. Dry, centrally heated
rooms are most unsuitable.

Other species of Pleione will extend the flowering season from
September to May. The earliest, P. praecox flowers in September/
October followed by P. maculata in October/November. The last to
flower is P. hookeriana in April/May. Between these dates are many
hybrids to fill the gaps. Golours range from pure white to deep
pink and there is a yellow variety; P. forrestii although as yet




vary rare in cultivation and somewhat expensive to buy. A natural
yellow hybrid Pleione x confusa is more easily obtainable and

somewhat cheaper to buy. ) _
What nicer present could you give a friend on a cold winters day

than a potful of these beautiful orchids in flower.

Ivor Baldwin, 3 Wwaverly, Somerton, Somerset. TAII 5SH.

London Pleiones

Most of the Pleiones I grow are housed in a very small green-
house, a converted coal bunker in fact. Most spend the winter in
here and are later transferred to Corex cold frames for the summer.
I put capillary matting in the base of the frames, I put the lights
on leaving enough gaps between the lights for ventilation, the
lights are left on throughout the summer and provide diffused
sunlight.
2 I find they grow particularly well under these conditions, and
grow on rapidly to make large bulbs, in part due to the warm con-
ditions within the frames.
3 The plants housed in the small greenhouse are grown unheated and
apart from covering them with newspaper they are subjected to the
prevailing winter temperature. I have occasionaly lost some of the
very large bulbed varieties such as P. shantung due to freezing
during the very severe winter conditions experienced during the
winter prior to the one just gone. However most seem to have come
through safely thus treated.
4 The autumn flowering species and hybrids are grown in a north
facing attic room with a minimum winter temperature of 45F. rising
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to 30F. in summer.

c This is the omly place I can grow P. bulbocodioides to flower
each year due to the fairly consistant high summer temperature which
they need. Pleiones hookeriana, maculata and praecox have also grown
well in the same locatiom, although less reliably.

( Most of the Pleiones are repotted each year between November and
rebruary period. The compost that I have used for a number of years
with success is as follows ;- 5 parts medium grade orchid bark,

2 parts fine grade orchid bark or Cambark I00, 2 parts Fisons Green-
leaf Tree and Shrub planting compost and I part Perlite (medium grade)
I alsc put a few lumps of chzrcoal (barbecue) and a pinch of bone-
meal in each pot, each pot is half filled with drainage material.

7 1 am experimenting this year with a slightly different compost
consisting of :-= 8 parts Silvaperl bark chips, 3 parts chopped
sphagnum moss, 1 part broken up apple leaves, 1 part broken up oak
leaves and I part Ferlite.

8 =oarly indications seem promising, the compost is more stable in
the pots, and supports the bulbs firmly in place.

All Fleiones are fed from the end of lay to mid July with half
strength Liquinure once per week. This is changed to half strength
Fhostrogen until the end of October at approximately weekly inter=-
vals,

9 Plants are gererally removed from their pots as they become
dormant and are thenm trayed up prior to replanting. This helps to
reduce damage from slugs hiding in the still damp compost. Some
rlarts are left a second year in their pots dependinz on the con-
dition of the compost ard the time available for repotting.

10 The plants grew very well last summer and I have had a very
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good show of flowers this spring, and at the time of writing I am
hopirg to flower P. hookeriana for the first time from home grown
stock, grown in the attic room.

Il Scarid flies can cause damage as they will feed on Fleiore
roots and can cause havoc particularly to Pleione seedlings, how-
ever an occasional soil drench with Firimipros Methyl will help
control them.

12 The Pleione pseudobulbs can be covered over completely with com-
post if you are using an open bark mix. I am of the opinion that
some specles are light sensitive and will onlv produce large bults
when buried ir the compost. This seems to be the case particularly
with P. bulbocodioides, and P. hookeriana ceems also to like to bhe
buried just under the compost. 1 probably get fewer flowers *han I
would normaly get as I am developing new hybrids and use most of
the flowers for breeding purposes which in turr puts extra strair
on a lot of my stocks, and results in some plants not flowering
every year.,

M.J.Hazelton, 58 Moring Road, Tooting Eec, London, Swl17 8DL
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Malvern Fleiomes

Housing Urtil very recently we had no greenhouse tacilities ard
our rleiore collectiom was grown or windowsills around the house
until irost damger was past, when they were put outside im a ser-
ies of wooden boxes in a N.E. facimg angle of the house, well shel-
tered and with direct sur only im the early morning. Growing cond-
itioms around the windowsills are very variable (no central heat-
ing either) depending on aspect. Bulbs were harvested before
serious danger of frost in autumn and were packed into plastic
boxes and put on a south windowsill to riper and until leaf fall,
but last year a cold greerhouse was available and the boxes were
moved there to ripen in full sum (arter removal ot tomatoes).
after leaf fall the bulbs are cleaned and old roots cut oft and are
stored in labelled bags im the coldest place available (temperature
rarge probably 5-8C, never below 0C) amd are checked over during
January and potted up when there are sigms of growth.

This spring an orchid house has been available and all fleiones
we have only small numbers of have beern grown im the cool section
after 1lowering, or earlier in the case oI imature bulbs, to be
hardered orf and put outside with the rest.

Gulture of our 'quantity production' robust cultivars from Jan. 1987

About the middle of January the rirst signs of new growth were
evident and the bulbs were laid out on dry peat in shallow plas-
tic trays on windowsills of unheated rooms and at intervals inspec-
ted and the most advanced potted up at close spacing so that each
potiul 1lowered together; potting was done with the flower bud
fairly advanced but root developmemt hardly initiated. Some pots
were brought into warm comditions and some kept cool to give a
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long spread of flowerin: season; Fleione flowers decorated the
house tor about three months. Some were flowered in decorative
pottery bowls and caretully potted up aiter 1lowering at the risk
ol some root aamase.

Iln late May they were careiully removed from the pots keeping
the rootballs as intact as far as possible; the small amount ot
root damaze had no noticeable effect on pertormance althougn we
wouldn't do it to our delicate ard precious stocks; removing tne
pot allows ot a larger free root run as they are initially 1lowered
at close spacing in quite small pots because of limited space.

In 1953 our 'quantity' cultivars were required in quantity for
the British Orcnid Congress show at Chelterham, so as they were
potted up the advanced ones were kept cool and the least advanced
brought or ir the orchid house or on a warm windowsill to try to
synchronise the whole flowering; some even had a spell ir the
iridge at ar early stage to hold them back. the operation was very
succeesful in that several hundred flowers were produced ir peax
conaition ior the show. (End orf march 1984)

A1l other rleiones are growr on in community pots; bulbs of
k. bulbocodioides 'Yunnan', limpritchtii and speciosa and their
hybrids are completely buried in compost topped with moss, ard all
other Fleiones are planted about two thirds proud of the compost.
They are potted in small 1limsy plastic pots with extra drainage
holes cut in them, to ensure iree dralnage and alsc tnhat the pot
can pe plunged into additional compost and allow the roots to ex-
tend out into the extra compost durimg the summer, when they are
also put outside, but remain inm their pots to avoid root damage
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and to ensure that the various taxoms are not muddled up.

Performance tor our I987,/88 season was very good; bulb sizes up
exept for the exceptions noted, and very good flower production.
Compost For many years we have used bracken litter leafmould coll-
ected tfrom under stands of bracken, takimg the fresh surface layer
which has crumbled but not decomposed, and this gave good results
with the robust growers with very little in the way of fertiliser.

Recently we acquired a garden shredder, and now use fresh bracken
fronds and stems, and oak leaves collected dry in the autumn, with
the addition of some peat (granulated) to improve moisture reten-
tion; the compost is probably around 2 parts bracken, 2 oak, 1 part
granulated peat, by volume.

The boxes made up outside for the summer are still pure bracken
litter.

Last year for our new expensive, delicate or very small bulbs, we
used a bark/Finish peat/shredded oak leaf/charcoal/Perlite mix;
this year we have used the shredded bracken and oak with peat mix
as above with the addition of chopped moss (Rhytidiadelphus squar-
rosus). The compost change has beem made partly because we were
unable to get a supply of a peat of similar quality to that used
last year, also in an effort to develop a compost based on free
local ingrediemts which will be suitable for the delicate species
as well as the robust ones so that we can standardige
Fertilizer In earlier years 'Bio' or other general purpose seaweed
based fertilizer was used at low contration while plants were
indoors, little or none once they were outside.

We are now using Mr dadd's orchid fertilizer with increased trace
elements (Greemaway Orchids Nr. Bristol) at half strength.
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Watering In earlier years compost was kept almost dry untilil root
development was evident; this season bulbs and compost surface were
lightly misted regularly in the early stages (including bulbs put
on peat prior to potting as explained elsewhere) which has resulted
in far less shrivelling of the o0ld pseudbulbs without any danger

of a wet rooting medium.

Once growth is under way watering is carried out cautiously until
the leaves are expanded, at which time it is assumed that there is
a strong root system establiched. Watering thereafter is frequent
and copious, the compost being very free draining. When outside,
watering is by hosepipe straisght from the mains. (ore year we
watered copiously too soon and several oi our precious Pleiones
tziled to estavlish a good root system; ore was lost altogether and
the rest took two to three years to fully recover)

Fleiones being grown P, limprichtii was our firs* acquisition about
twenty years ago, we have not found it a robust grower and our stock
has gone through various adventures. One winter it was leIt out-
cide accidentally and only a2 very few small bulbs were rescued, and
we still only have a small supply; we've had much better perfor-
mence recently sirce the advice to incorporate fresn moss in the
compost and to bury the bulbs completely in a surliace layer of moss.

F. formosarz 'ordinary torm' and 'greenhill' are very vigorous
and we have pullt up large numpers of large bulbs sometimes prod-
ucing three tlowering shoots; these increase rapidly and never fail
to give a very good flowering performance.

P.t. alba (possibly polar sun) we have also had for many years
but is much less robust, bulbs remain very small and we have only
recently succeeded in obtaining a good show oI flowers.
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We have recently extended our collection supnstantially to inc-
lude all the available species , an assortment of hybrids, a=d
ceveral more cultivars or F.formosana, some as Ilowering size bulbs
and some as tiny pbulbils.

This year we'a seen advice to keep the yellow Pleiores very cool
while developing to retain the best colour, we sited our growing
are2 for all our small quantity Pleiones on a very cool windowsill
\west facirg im a north unheated room) but this resulted in pro®»-
lems with P. numilis and its nhybrid P. eiger which having flowered
tailed %o contirue growth until it was removed to a much warmer
gite a few weeks later; tne leaves have finally erpanded but are
streaxed with maroon, rresumably a result ol temperature stress,
and we are not. exrecting a very good bulb size. Other Pleiones have
oeen noticeably slow to come into leaf. P. humilis produced a crop
of microscopic oultils or tne bulbs arex in 1986 and ar attempt was
made to propagate from these ir 19837 usinz a mini propagator made
from a plastic lemonade bottle to contain a small pot of chopped
boiled sphagnum, a procedure we have been usinmg for very small seed-
lings of other orcnias. These have successfully reached their second
season but are still very small; however the same F. humilis inm
the following year produced a sirgle mormally sized bulbil, so it
appears that the type of bultil production cam vary with conditions
and is mot geretically determined as we have seen suggested.

P, maculata. We have not done well with this; we acquired a pot of
bulbs in growth two years ago, and the bulbs were found not to be
properly rooted, we tlamed the bark/peat mix which seemed rather
close and not tree draining; but also we've recently discovered that
this species is warmer growirg so our two small surviving bulbs are
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in the intermediate house in a bark/moss/perlite mix ana they'r
only Just coming into growth. We alsc have a small pot oif newly
acquired seedlings; these arrived im Jecember on agar, already
showing advanced shoots, and were potted in the same mix and kert
initially in a warm propagator where they made very good growth.
However since moving them to the irtermediate secticn of the orchaid
house *he leaves have browmed from the tip, brown blotcnes app-
eared then coalescing; we thimk the diebzck indicates a problem
at the roots, similar to that often seen as a result of stale com-
post or salt buildup in other orchids; is our compost suitable?
Have we under or over watered? 1s the tertilizer incorrect in
strength? .
P. praecox. We have a similar problem, with ome pot of these rec-
eived,purchased in flower; as the compost appeared to be in good
condition ard as the autumn flowers made new roots at about flow-
ering time we were reluctant to repot so they are in the old com-
post for a second year and they are alsc showing some leaftip
dieback. A P. praecox bult from an earlier purchase was repotted
and has much better leaf colour and no signmns of dieback, and hzas
been treated identically except for repctting; two P.praecox hy-
brids are also doing very well; so we beleive the problem to stem
from the o0ld compost. P. praecox and its hybrids were put in the
cool section of the orchid house during late winter.
P. hookeriana. We recently purchased a small flask of seedlings
which had to be retlasked urgently within days of receiving them
as mould had developed on the agar. They are very small indeed and
appear never to have formed roots into the agar, each seedling
consisting of a mimute bulb and leaf, no roots and a couple of back
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bulbs of similar size, so they had mot teen increasing in size
Irem one growth to the mext. They are row in chopped boiied sgphag-
num in a mini-propagator in a shady part of the cool section or
the orchid house. we beleive tnis to be a tairly nign altitude
srecles requiring cooler comditions than most; we would be most
srateful for any turther irrormation om this species.
The other species we have a very small stock of are :-
. forrestii and its hybrids F. x coniusa and shantung
. Yunnanensis
. oulbocodioides Yurnan
. Speciosa
hybrids :- Etna, Vesuvius, Stromboli, Erebus, Eiger, Alishan,
barcena, Tarawera, Danan, E1 Pico, Hekla, Katla, Tolima, Versailles
Buckleberry and Heron.
P. Formosana cultivars :- Blush of Dawm, Avalanche, Snow Wwhite,
Cairngorm, Clare, Iris, Lilac Beauty, Oriemtal Splemdour, Polar Sun
Greenhill and ordimary form.

Some of these are only single bulbs or imature bulblets as yet
A#e would be happy to excharge Pleiomes where we have sufficient.
stocks; and we are particularly anxious to increase the supply of
the species still fairly scarce in cultivatior from seedlirgs, so
as to improve the genetic variability, so would be very imter-
ested in the possibility of exchanging pollen of P. Forrestii,
Tunnanensis and bulbocodiodes im tne hope that someone may be hold-
irg stocks unrelated to ours.

We are making our first attempts at raisimg Pleiomes rfrom seed
this year and have some developing seed rods, incluaing a remake
oI 'Shantung' using our clone 'Greemnhill' which we beleive has not

aolsulia Ve
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previously been available. i
P. formosana "Greenhill" This clone obtained many years ago from

a local alpine nursery under the name "P, Taiwarensis” which 1s
clearly spurious. The nursery had obtained various imported Pleiones
and allowed them to increase in number but decrease in size for

some years before dividing up the colonies and potting them for a
few years until it flowered again, since when it has increased
prolitically, flowered profusely and produced our biggest bulbs. We
have been unable to find a valid cultivar name for it, so have

named it after our cottage. We'll be happy to supply bulbs to any-
one interested. Ferhaps someone will recognise it and can name it

correctly. :
K.Fairhurst(Mrs) Greenhill Cotage, Cradley, Malvern, Worcs.WRI3 5JE

Chilterns Pleiones

I think L have had more flowers this year than any previous
season. As flower production is largely a reflection of the pre-
vious seasons culture it looks as if I have dome something right.

I repotted all my bulbs with the exception of seedlings 1in
January I1987. I used a compost of:- three parts sphagnum moss,
tive parts ungraded orchid bark, two parts chopped oak ana beech
leaves, one part Perlite and one part charcoal.

If needed add thirty grammes of Gamma B.H.C. dust to each gall-
on of coipost to prevent vine weevil and scaria fly larvae. If
using Gammg B.H.C. in tne compost wear rubber gloves wnen potting
up so to avoid prolonged skin contact with the chemical.

The only differences to this compost this year is that 1 nave
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added one part water repelant rock wool and have lett out the char-
coal. I am not convinced that the addition of charcoal nas any
great benefit. I have also potted quite a number o1 bulbs in a mix
0ot three parts composted bark (Silvaperl) and ome part coarse
Perlite.

My greenhouse is an 'Alton' glass to the ground I3 rt. x 8 I't,

L have partitioned it, and heat three rirtns or it witn tne rest
left unheated. It is inm the urheated part tnat tnhe majority or my
rleiones are grown until tney have flowered. If the weather is ex-
tremely cold I leave the partition door open about two inches and
this allows just enough warmth to flow from tne S50F. emd to pre-
vent the temperature falling below freezing.

In syring 87 as soon as tne flowers had faded I moved the plants
from the greernhouse into a cold frame. This year 1 kept all the
pans inside urtil tne middle ot May before moving them to the cold
frame as I think this may give the plarmts a chance to make an even
better root system. For a wnile last year the frame was left cov-
erea but by mid June I removed tne coverirg completely and the
plants received all the rain of last seasor and seemed to enjoy
it. Tney certainly didn't suffer from the wet. From this I conclude
that the plants can be grown close together, and wet, provided the
drzinage is good. Close together tor me is a IO Ft. x 4 Ft. frame
vhere only leaves can be seen, no pots showing. Ome word of advice
I offer if you are going to grow your plants outside, cover the
frame or growing area with a net to keep the birds away from the
vots. It's not the cats I have a problem with, out inquisitive black-
birds who love to kick the compost around to see if anything in it
is eaible. The trouble is they don't put it oack when tney nave
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tinished.

Although the season was very wet and dull I still watered with
liquid feed. I used ‘'Maxicrop Seaweed' fertilizer and watered it
on at two weekly intervals at full strength from kay to the end of
September. It depended on how much water ran down the leaves as to
how wet the compost became. 1 have never seen better leaves on my
plants. I don't think there was one that haa a brown mark on it.
Shantung grew to an encrmous size with leaves eighteen incnes lonrg.

In mid %eptember 1 rerlaced the frame lights, leavirg them open
a few inches for ventilation. Autumn came and the leaves fell and
2t the end of Uctober I moved the pots back into the glasshouse to
dry out. .

I started to clean the bulbs about the middle of December and got
them finished about the middle of Janvary. ( I don't like to rush
such an enjoyable part of the culture). 1 buy paper sweet bags from
the loczl confectiorer to keep the bulbs in until they are repot-
ted. Repotting was done immediately after tne cleaning was finisned.
The majority of the bulbs are planted with just their nose showing
through the compost, but P, bulbocodioides and P. hookeriana I comp-
letely cover.

Unless the pcts get too dry 1 don't water until I can see the
flower buds showing through. If the compost does look too dry I
set my 'Kilaspray' on cozrse and spray over the whole lot to create
a little humidity.

The first to flower are usualy the pink and cream Eigers. Many of
the flower stems have two blooms on. If they hang too far over the
pot edge, I make up some little supports from plastic covered garden
wire. If this is done carefully the wires hardly show and the ilowers
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are seer much better. For the same reason 1 have a shelf at eye
level wnere Ilowering plants can be stood. wherm they go over a new
selection is put up tor viewirg.

Almost everything rlowered this year and a number of plants pro-
duced tlowers which lasted much longer thar usual, three weeks or
just over, but the exception was a yellow Shantung that had Coniusa
2s the seed bearer which lasted over four weeks. No special pre-
cautions were taken to achieve this and I am unable to explain this
unusual phenomenon. Tolima gave it's usual vibrant display, ard 1
think it's for it's willirgness to grow and for the cheerfulress of
it's 1lowers it must rate as one oI my favourites.

I was very encourageda this spring to have flowered my own remake of
F. alishan.I used F.f. achievement X P. Versailles Bucklebury and
the result based on just the one flower is that it is a much more
upstanding plant than some alishans appear to be. Maybe i'm pre-
Judiced, but 1 like it. L have had trouble with another cross which
hasn't flowered yet, and unfortunately for me Jjust as I was de-
flasking tne seeollngs the hybria was registered by a German nurs-
ery as 'Fu kan Chu'. £ven more unfortunately most or the seedlings
have died (probably from dissapointment). If anyone has a secret
formula for keeping seedlirgs growing well it would be very nice to
share it. 1 don't seem to have had any other disasters and my plants
are growing well.

October saw F. praecox flowering but very sparsely indeed. Un
one occasion I managed to get two 1lower spikes on a bulb with two
Ilowers to a stem and had eleven flowers irom three bulbs. It was
a dirferent story tnis year with only a couple of flowers from a
dozen bulbs. #hen the bulbs were cleared 1 could see how small
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they had become in comparison with previous years ara the texture
felt sporgy but they did‘'t otherwise look unhealthy.

What a delight in December wnen P. barcera(F.f. avalanche X
P. praecox) flowered. It had plenty of blooms with good colour and
lasted well.

As it is mot harmful to beneficial insects I use I.C.I.'Rapid' to
clear any aphids from my plants. It's rearly always the flower buds
or the flowers they attack. A chemical spray can damage the blooms
so if' I do get greenfly on open flowers I use 2 hand sprayer set
on coarse and wash the pests off with plain water.

Watering the plants and their surroundings twice during the
season with liquid 'Slugit' ensures that slugs znd snails are no
problem.

About mid sezson 1 spray all the plants with 'Dithane 945' fun-
gicide which also contains zinc and manganese trace elements.

I am runnirg a trial of simplitied composts this year as I feel
it must be offputting when would-be growers see the recomended make-
up ol the compost needed to grow Pleiones. Anytnimng to encourage
people to enjoy growirmg Pleiones is worth a try. I have used
bulbccodioides X bulbocodioides as the trial plants and have put
the same quantity all the same size in each pot. At the ena of the
season it will be interesting to see what the diiferences are.

Peter Bradbury, 72 Blind Lane, Bourne End, Bucks. SL8 5LA.
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Anglesey Pleiones

Spring I987 The compost used was very much in line with that
recommended by Ian Butterfield:-

Coarse compost (basal) = 6 parts coarse grade bark obtaired by
sieving (%) the finer rarticles out ot medium grade bark. I part
horticultural grade perlite, L part firely chopred forest moss
(obtained from local Forestry Commision spruce forest), 1 part moss
reat =rd 3 part tirme horticultural grade charcoal.

Fine compost (fine) comprised the sazme irgrdients except the
coarse vark component was replaced by the fime bark sievings.

A scattering of bore mea2l was used or the oa2se2l compost neiore
tne pseudobulos were placed om 1t ard the Iire compost sprirkled
ir arourd and over them.

For a rumper of species it nas beer found that tney do oetter it
they are ouried just vemneatn tne compost. rarticularly suited %o
tnis method of cultivation are:- limprichtii, bulbocodicdes,
humilis a2nd hookeriara. Frimary nybrids cortainirg thece srecies
are also opuried.

reeding was carried out weekly usirg % strengtn Fhostrozen.
#atering almost every day with tap water, whicn forturately is
sof't in tnis area although I understard it's pH varies cuite a bit.

No pesticides were recessary except for the occasional scatter-
irg of slug rellets durirg prolorged wet spells.

Gemeral growing conditioms - pots are placed directly on woodenm
slatted benches in a o'x 38' greerhouse. i.aximum ventilation is
given day and might unless frost is anticipated.

Shadirg by regular applications of "Coolglass" was found to be
iradecuate in brignht surny weather so white sneets nad to be sus-
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pended above the plants for tne summer months. Some green (expen-
sive) nylon shzding was used at one stage ot the growing season
but this served to heat up the greenhouse unnecessarily ard caused
the plants to arpear drawn so it was removed. In the spring of 1988
in e desperate attempt to provide reliaple, cheap, adequate ard
white shading, on a dry day the inside of the roof glass was cle-
aned and painted with ordinary domestic brilliant white undercoat.
The results have been excellent- there is ro intentiom of removing
it even for the winter. The greenhouse gets sunshine on three taces
so to encourage the plants to flower facing the centre walkway the
ends and one side have been lined with polystyrene tiles. These
have been stuck onto the glass witn five evenly placed blobs of
clear silicon adhesive. On the sunniest side the shading ot the
tiles has been irncreased furtner with tne application of "magnolia”™
colour emulsion paint.

Growth of most plants was good ard good size pseucobulbs devel-
oped by October. Some heat was provided in tne srring (mimimum of
I0C . to get tne plants to grow in what was ore of the coldest
April to Junes on record. There was, however, corcsiderable leat tip
die-back or many species and hybrids (especially limprichtii).

This is something that has occurred rereatedly over the yezrs to
varying degrees.

Air movement has been greatly improved this winter by the install-
ation of an oscillating fan which is left to run cortinually-
undoubtedly a good investment.

Spring I988 - the base compost was made up as previous year ex-
cept tne bark was left unsieved. Tne top compost was made up ofl
seedling grade opzrk amnd finely chopped moss.
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All but przecox and it's hybrids were treated (as a routine) to
two months (Jan. and Feb) ot refridgeration- temperature 0C.-2C,

At the end ot December the new seasons pseudobulbs are wrapped up
in rolythene bags containing a good sprinkling ot charcoal dust.
rhe higner altitude hookeriana and it's hyorid with obulbocodiodes,
"Sorea", are lett in the fridge urtil the tirst week in May with
great rlowering success. Cut of curiosity as much as anytning tne
vegs are inspected every couple of weeks or so to see 1if tnere is
any deterioration occurring, ie desiccation or rottirg. .

Tnis year watering was commenced much earlier tnan usual, 1le. ore
waterirg immediately arter potting up and increasing in frquency
as flower buds emerged. Care was taken with the late rooting
numilis and it's hybrids, however, and watering frequency was low
urtil tne leaves began to appear. lhe purpose of the earlier water-
img is to see if the leaf tip die-back problem can be overcome as
the lack ot water in the spring is said to be the cause of this
condition. Fears ot root death through over watering in sprinrg are
provably lett over trom the time when I used to use less freely
draining composts witn relatively hign nutrient status. ror this
reason 1 have decided to omit oponemeal from tne compost and pay
strict attention to the regular weak liquid 1eeding programme from
the pegirring ot Jume until leaf-fall.

Flowering this season has been excellent starting with praecox-
wnich incidentally I have tive clones that have single leaves r1or
the second year running. I've also had my rirst winter flowering
season oI the praecox x sSpring tlowering hybrids. "rcarcena" (RF.
"Cairrgorm x praecox) was my favourite- one pseudobulb producea two
tlowers tne tirst ot wnich opered onm 9th. Jan. and tne last died 25th.
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March. The first flower lasted a gooa eight weeks. This winter was
very mild and although the thermostat to the electric fan heater
was set at 0C. the temperature was not oiten at this level tfor long.
When the nights were frosty the following dzys terded to be sunny
giving a rise in temperature of 4-I0C. All my species and hybrias
have tlowered well except a clcne ot formosana "alpa". This is 2
true alba form with no yellowing on the lip. The small but attrac-
tive tflowers have proved rather shy of flowering over tne years., 1
have eighteen flowering size bulbs but none have flowered this year
and only one flowered last year. They receive the same treatment
as 2all the others includimg the two months cola treatment. They
must require other conditions, nhas aryomne got any suggestions?

At the time o1 writing my "Sorea" (two bulbs) is Just opening and
my lour hookeriana bulbs are Just pushing up flower buds through
the compost. lLast season one shoot was double budded and a sheer
delight. I give both these extra moss as also confusa, humilis and
it's hyorids.

List ot srpecies flowered successiully this year:-
bulbocodiodes "Yunnan"; x contusa; formosana (mine forms); humilis;
hookeriana; limprichtii; praecox; speciosa and yunnanensis.

Numpbers of hvorids successfully flowered this season:-
winter 1lowering three out of four; spring flowering thirteen out
of thirteen.

The ome winter flowering hybrid not flowered was "Sangay" (lim-
pricntii pimk form x praecox)-this produced a bud which was defor-
med and came to nothing.

Pollination:-

This year 1 tried pollinating my Pleiomes for the first time.
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A selfing of confusa has produced developing pods but whether or
not they contain viable seed remaims to be seen. rollimia of confusa
w=z2s stored at 2C. over silica gel desiccant im a small screw top
bottle for a monmth before being used to pollinate two rorms of
1ormosana (a'shanturg" cross attempt) but these did not take. The
1lowers died im reaction to the pollen but no pods developed.

sulbils-humilis Last year one ot my tour humilis bulbs prod-
uced 2 turt ot bulbils (estimated to be around 40 ir number). This,
I understamd, is a tairly common occurrerce with this species but
I also understand it is difricult to grow these on. Arter cold
treatment (Jam. and reb. 0-2C) the bulbils were placed on or under
a layer of tine woodland moss over ordinary compost and kept con-
tinually moist since "sowimg". At the begirning of this month con-
siderable activity was observed on the "germimation" front so it
is locking very hoperul.

Contribution from Llandegfan, Gwymedd, Nortn Wales. Jure 1988.

Essex Essentials

At the time of writing this article, on the first day of June, I
am pleased to see a few remaining Pleiores still im tlower. Pleione
limprichtii is always one of the last irto bloom with us - rot very
well growm alas but the delicate blooms are so alluring.

iy wife ard I have been growirg Fleiones now Ior almost ten years.
lhe "addiction" was aquired when we lived in suckirghamshire -
little more than a stormes throw away from the "U.K. home" of Fleiones
2t harvest nill. In common with many dedicated amateurs we have
had our successes, railures and ever rear aisasters. rhankiully, we
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have learmed from some some of our experiences - at least hope
springs eternal.

Our own Pleiones, which number some fifteen species and hybrids
share an 8 x 12 feet greenmhouse with a whole host of alpirnes, some
truly hardy like the Androsaces, Dionysias and Saxitrages, and
others more sensitive to cold such as some ot the Cyclamen and
Mediterranean bulbs.

For this reason the greenhouse has to be heated during the wirnter
months, albeit if only to avoid the most penetrating frost. The
thermostat on the electric fan heater is set at +1C. (34F) and has
to date operated faitnfully and efficiently. The Pleiones would 1
believe bemefit trom one or two extra degrees of warmth in deep-
est winter and this I am considering.

In the event of am electrical tailure a propane gas heater can
pe used as a standby. In the recent past, this gas heater was the
ma jor heat source, but accumulation of water vapour and noxious
gases has led me to change to electricity. Not that the gas heater
adversely affects the growth ot the FPleiones, whicn are dormant
during the coldest months - January and February, but it 1is res-
ented by some of the Cyclamen. Perhaps of greater importance is
the strong tendency for stratification of the heated air within the
greenhouse: this phenomernon was most marked on particularly cold
nights, when the air im the ridge of the greenhouse would reach 20C.
whilst pots were frozem to the paved ground. A fan mounted in the
root did aleviate the proplem but failed to eliminate it entirely.

So much for heating but what about temperature? During the cold-
est months immediately atter Christmas, the air temperature in the
greenhouse seldom exceeds 5C. (4IF) and rarely more thamn 10C. (50F)
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during the daytime. This past winter, beimg exceptionally mild, has
been the exception that proves the rule and some ventilation has
been necessary on more tham one occasion- when the temperature has
exceeded 10C. (50r). Being an alpine house with extra side vent-
ilation and gable end louvres, this is easily achieved.

sarch sunshine is always powerful and both ventilation and
shading need close attention if scorch and sudden drought are to be
avoided. Fleiones are perhaps less susceptikle in this respect than
many ot the early alpines, but seem to appreciate some shading
especially later in the year.

in the past L have always used a proprietry orand of “white-wash"
Coolglass applied in a wertically striped fashion, appropriately
removed by tinger, to produce a dappled shade effect. However, 1
dislike wasting valuable light in the early sprimg when there are
so many overcast days. 'his year an investment in some green shade
cloth and six good lergths ot plastic-coated, elasticated curtain
wire has partly solved the problem. Um dull days the shading can
be simply pulled up to the ridge ard clipped im place in a matter
of minutes - not automatic but at least manageable single-handed.

Operating the greenhouse at relatively low temperatures does
recessitate careful choice of compost amd judicious watering esp-
ecially early in the year. In common with most growers . expect, 1
have experimented with various pots and composts over the years-
and will probably continue to do so.

At present I favour clay pans. These are filled to tnree-quarters
of their depth with coarse peat pieces - hard in much the same way
as lignite and made trom oroken pieces ot peat-block walling. Some
coarse pieces of charcoal are also added tor "sweetness" and extra
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drainage, and the whole covered with 2-2 cms. (1 irch) o1 bark
basea compost. The latter is composed of bark-chippings, perlite,
charcoal, uncomposted leaves, Sphagnum moss and basal orchid tert-
ilizer. This medium is soft and porous im texture and otffering a
mirmimum of resistamce to the succulent, searching Fleione roots.
rormerly I have made this surtace compost too dense ard inperet-
rable, which has resulted ir the pseudobulbs beimg forced out of
the compost and suspended im mid-air by “buttress roots". An ugly
and unstable combination.

When potting-up, I have also fourmd it essertial to carefully rre-
soazk the peat/charcoal sub-soil betfore rplartinc. Once fully moist
the peat mzirtains it's water-holding capacity for lomg periods. On
the other hand attempts to wet ar excessively dry peat base canr be
a ditticult it mot impossible task, and car result in seriously
overwatering the dormant pseudobulbs planted above. The objective
is to produce a well-draimed but moisture-retentive compost, oren
in texture to offer a micro-climate sufticiently damp to ercourage
root development and prevent bulb shrivelling, and suffiently dry
to discourage root rots amd bud browning.

Usuelly we repot annually during the Christmas holiday period,
but this year we decided against. Instead the pots will be left ur-
til they 2re obviously overcrowded - now seemingly after two seasons.
The reason for this practice is to establish a community of bulbs,
which ought to be more tolerant of the extremes of the potted ervir-
onmenrt. Certairly the very small bulbs appreciate the company ot
their larger reighbours, wedging themselves into the nooks and crar-
nies available, and protected from overwatering by a large and act-
ive leaf cenopy.
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Normally the pots receive little water until flower bud elong-
ation in the early spring - the bulbs protected from desiccation
by the damp peaty sub-soil and plunge medium. Even when growth
starts water is given only sparingly to the margin ot the clay pot
and leca plunge (leca is a product or A.R.C.). However, once leaf
development is well under way, water and liquid feeding is incre-
ased markedly and up to twice daily durirng tne very hottest weather.

Raim-water is used whenever possicle as the pH. of our Amglian
tap-water is well to the alkaline side of reutral. The former is
collected from our bungalow roof amd stored in two forty gallon
water-buts. From early spring onwards, soluble Bio-feed is added at
a rate of Igram per gallon(l3 ozs. per 40 falls.) rising to 2 grams
per gallon (3 ozs. per 40 galls) during pezk summer growth. This
corstant feeding at a low concentration reduces both the chances
o1 overdosing, or memory lapse/laziness and urder feeding.

And what of the results of our labours?

Well for whatever reason(s) flower number and quality has been
exceptionally good - probarly our best year to date. Almost 2 sur-
feit of multiple flower stems per bulb and "twins” per stem, and
only one tlower lost through bud rot. A conmtinuous succession of
blooms beginrning in mid-March with Pleione Eiger; peaking in mid-
April with P. formosana “"Avalanche", P.f. “Clare", P.Tolima and
F. dhanturg; and endimg more tham a momth later with P.f. "Orien-
tal Splendour” and P. limprichtii,

Almost tenm weeks of uninterrupted pleasure - what more can one
ask of nature?

I9/6/88
Dr. D. W. Joyce,Sable Homestead,Durmow Rd.Gt. Bardfield,Braintree
Essex CM7 A4SF.
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A Passior For Pleiones

Fleione orchids must be some of the most irterestirg ard rewardirg
plants one car grow, providirg interest all the vear round. Cf coarse
the main enjoyment comes from the plants flowering inm the spring, but
there is a certain achievement in being able tc grow good pseudo-
bulbs, in order to get good flcwers the folowing spring. The spring
of 1988 has been orme of the better seasors for me, the plants prod-
ucing a2 show of flowers much superior to previous years. In this
part of the courtry my plants are alwavs later than many growers,
this yezr being no exceptior. However im comrarison to last vesr, my
rlants have come into growth, about one month earlier than usual.
Flowerirg taking place over several months, mv humilis started to
flower at the begining of February, and now, writing this article =zt
the beginnirg of June, my bulbocndicides z2re just going pest.

As usual last yesr, during the Christmas holidzavs, I cleared the
pseudo-bulbs removing all dead materizl, and trimming the cld rcots
to about half an inch in length. The pseudo-bulbs are ther graded,
large flowering sirze, flowering size, smaller bulbs and so or, then
these are potted up into myv own compost mix. I grow exclusively in
clay pens or half pots, which are thoroughly cleaned in Jeyes fluid
every vear. Once the bulbs are potted up, all the pots are plunged
into §" gravel to their rims, on 2 plunge bench ir the greernhouse.

I feel growire plants this way has a number of advartages. Firstly

in the spring when new roots are formirg on the plants, orly the
plurge bench is watered, sc stopprirg the plarts beirg overwatered,
and also encouraging gocd root growth, making the roots look for
moisture. When the plants are im full growth, and the weather is hot
and dry, in summer, the plunge bench is always kept damp, this creat-
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ing a certain amount of humidity around the plarts. Plunging also
helps to keep the roots cool, ard stops the plants dryirg out too
cuickly, without the pams ever completelv stardirg in water. Jud-
ging by the amourt of zood healthy foliage produced, then the
Fleiores must be happy in this ervirorment.

Being a relative rewcomer to growirg Pleiore orchids, then irit-
ially I encountered a great many problems, which have been gradually
overcome, mainly by studyirg the plarts ard assessirg their reeds.
Ure of the main problems ercourtered was rottirg of the yourg roots,
when they first emerge im the spring, which weakens the plants ard
greatly reduces the charces of growirg good sizeq pseudo-bulbs for
the followirg years flowers. I was satisfied my growirg conditiors
were adequate for the plarts, however the loam based compost I was
usine at that time was obvinusly not free drairing erough. What was
reeded was a ccmpost which would drain freely, but still retain
erough moisture to ercourage cood root growth. The mixture I came
ur with, which has proved successful enough, for me to keep usirg
over the last six years is, eaqual parts of, Sphagrum moss veat,
fire grade orchid bark, sthagrum moss, chopped into +-% inch lergths
and Terra-green, 2 calcined mortmorillorite mireral, with water hold-
ing properties. Added to this mixture is a cuarter part of charcoal,
to keep the compost sweet, plus a base fertilizer like Vitax Q4,
applied at about half the recommerded rate, to get the plants off
to a good start, wher they begim to grow.

The pleiones are grown im a small greerhouse, where the windows
are continually ovpen, weather permittimg, this provides plenty of
fresh air arourd the plants. This =2irflow helps to cortrol botrytis,
which is especizlly prevalert with plants growing so close together.
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During the winter months when we get some very severe frosts, tne
greenhouce is maintained at I-2C. by means of a thermostatically
controlled electric fan heater. I try to make sure the temperaiure
in the greenhouse never falls below zero, some growers nantaln some
species, especially the higher altitude species are frost hardy, but
i have never been brave enough to put them to the test.

When the Pleiones are growlng, regular liguid feeaing certzinly
improves the size o1 pseudo-bulbs, wnich can be grown 1n one season.
Last year after the plants hac finished flowering they were fed
with VITAFEED 301, a high nitrogen liquid fertilizer, which was app-
lied at half strength every two weeks. This feeaing produces good
leaf growth on the plants, wnich is impcrtant, since the leaves zare
helping to feed the newly forming pseudo-bulbs. Then at the beginning
of July, the plants were fed with CHEMPAK No.4, a high potash feed
applied as before. This feeding helps to dbuild up, ana towards the
end ot the growing season ripen off the bulbs. On cleaning the
plants last year, 1 was particularly impressed with the size of
pseudo-bulbs, they were, much larger than in previcus years, espec-
ialy on forrestil ana bulbocodioides ‘Yunnan', the latter 1 find
difficult to flower. However 1 was particularly pleased with pulbo-
codioides ‘'Yunnan' this year producing a beautiful pan of flowers,
something it has never done before, with me, long may it continue.
No doubt this year i'll be trying something new, to improve my
growing of Pleiones.

Experimenting with growing in cifferent ways is important, to im-
prove growing conditions, which may better suit the plants.

Keith Rattray, 7 Black Road, Kelty, Fife, ScotlLand. XY4 OBD
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Fleiones on the Fennines

The winter ot &€/87 lasted tor months. The frosts started in the
previous October and together with the snows were still with us in
late April. At 900 Ft. above sea level the warming rays of the
spring sun take a little longer to stimulate spring growth. A year
earlier the tflowers had gone and the seed pods were developing.

Seedlings ex-1lask tend to suffer from aehydration if kept in a
dormant state to long. I0 aegrees centigrade is needed to promote
growth. In a2 small house this isn't possible for me, so they had
to be moved indoors. Second year bulbs and small bulbils don't seem
to have this dehydration problem. Naybe their skins are more
resistant to the cause.

Autumn came, not a bright one; yet again P. maculata cian‘'t flow=-
er well. A bright sunny autumn has proved to produce the most
P. maculata flowers. The pennines tend to attract autumnal fogs
and mists that hang around for days. F. praecox responds in a sim-
ilar way but the hybrids tend not to be bothered by this situation,
Has anyone tried growing rlants under lights in the autumn to pro-
long the growing season?

Last summer I was given a growth regulator which I was told was
"good for cabbages". He was correct, we are still eating them. I
tried this proauct on my Fleionmes with some very good results and
some indifferent results. The species produced nice large bulbs
and all ot the F. confusz flowered, but it was the hybrids that ex-
celled themselves. Some examrples are listed pelow:=-

Vesuvius "Linnet- 4 bulbs weighing from 25-35 grammes
= uncloned I5 " " o 20-3C "
Verseilles "Holt" 29 B u " ¢=20 "
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Eiger with multl Cplkec I7 »ulbs “elJnlng from 25-27 grammes
Hekla " 5 " " I8-26 "

D(‘nﬂn " 11 " 3 ”" " ” 25 | I ”

Katla 7 " " " IS—I? "
Shantung Lo " " 30-37 "

Reketa 3 " " " 30-35 "

Irzzu 3 " " 25=3¢ "

Large bulbs ao not always produce 2 prorata increase in tlowers.

Example.-

Versailles "rolt" zn 8 grzmme bulb, one flower
" " a 20 " ", two tlowers.

The increzsed bulb size may not mean a substantial increase in
bulbils, this was noted in October 8&. The exposure o1 the old
lezaf scar tc moistur and .L..Lglxt may s\.ima.l.a te their rroauc UJ-UAL,
this would be convenlent ior ae51rable clonal increases. Basal buds
are increased on large bulbs, not all will be 1lowering buds.

Compost can be a problem area tor some growers, ditticulty in
obtalnlng components at a fair price is the main proolem. It is
easler to say what not to use.

Peat, loam and dusty materials, these will clog with water and
drown the roots. Fleione roots will branch, but never regenerate
once damaged.

My compost is aprroximately:-

Bark, mecium grade 25%
Perlite 50%
Moss I" pieces 25%

Cther materials thst could be used are:- clean plastic machine

turnings, charcoal 3-¢ inch, grit, granite ana marble pieces,
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rockwool-new trial or sponge pieces.

Feed as we know will not correct the results of poor culture,
only 1mprove growth where culture is good. Tomato tfeed at full
strensth 1s used normaly once each ten days. Feed all areas of the
leaf, feed onto a damp compost on days that will be warm so that
the water can dry oitf betore evening temperatures fall too low for
evaporation to take place. Moisture lert in the leaf bract overnight
may result in the leaf damping off and the loss of a new plant.

Gibberellic acid and Gibberelin A3. Growth regulator that affect
growth rates and the ability of plants to grow under low light
levels and temperatures, results of this work are not available yet.

As salts build up in the composts, water inbetween times with
water only, salt build-up will damage the roots, and in time they
will die. Roots will branch under good conditions but never re-
generate.

No shade is ever used, if the humidity level is right and the com=-
rost 1is moist there isn't any need to shade.

Fots, anything, clay, plastic including trays and boxes have been
tried. As long as they are well drained they will be suitable.

winter 87/88 came and went with little inconvenience. Tu reduce
the chance otf bulb dehydration all my bulbs were repotted and
covered in compost. The early P. humilis hybrids tlowered, Eiger,
Danan and Hekla produced many multi-tloral stems, very pleasing.

A winter temperature of 2C. will suit most Pleiones as long as
they are dry, plants potted up and covered will stand a temperature
o1 -2C. On a sunny day I ventilate to keep the temperature low.
High winter temperature may be the cause of dead flower buds.

In the summer the temperature is allowed to rise to 80F/26C. as
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long as the compost is wet the plants will be 0.K. Ventilation is
important, a halance between humiaity and ventilation must be
reachead.

Pests, other than human are slugs, these are dealt with the nor-
mal methods.

Humans can be, but a good lock solves that.

These are my findings, they work for me in my situation.

Good Luck.

A.D. Smith, 2 Standard Drive, Crosland Hill, Huddersfield. HD4 7AE.






